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	BOOK/YEAR GROUP
	RE THEME
	RE TOPIC
	TERM

	4

	Advent/Christmas-Loving
	Gift - Rhodd
	Autumn



	CHURCH TEACHINGS
	CORE VOCABULARY 

	This is an outline of the teaching of the Church covered in GIFT:
· The liturgical season of Advent.
· advent is focused on the “coming” of Jesus as messiah.
· the messiah is the one promised by God who would show God’s love and bring peace.
· Isaiah’s prophecy about coming of the messiah.
· Further understanding of the incarnation.
· That Jesus will come again at the end of the world as he promised.
· Gaudete Sunday.
· The visit of the Wise Men
	Gift – rhodd, Friendship –cyfeillgarwch, Loyalty – ffyddlondeb, Commitment - ymrwymiad



	SCRIPTURE
	PRAYERS & RESPONSES
	LITURGICAL YEAR

	· Isaiah 40: 9-11 God’s Story 3 page 62
· Matthew 2: 1-12, 16-18 God’s Story 3 page 76 (teachers’ notes page 156)
· Ephesians 1: 3-6 God’s Story 3 page 145
· (teachers’ notes page 159)
· 1 John 4: 4, 9-12
· Philippians 4: 4-7

	· Christmas Carols
· Advent – Church’s Story 3 page 86-95 (teachers’ notes page 125)
· God’s gift of Jesus/Nativity – Church’s Story 3 page 94
· Mary’s gift of herself to God the gift of love

	· Christmas night mass



	BIG QUESTION
	RESOURCES 

	· What’s so special about gifts?
	· Church’s Story 3
· God ‘s Story 3
· Kind Emma by Martin Waddell  ISBN: 0007185901
· Laura’s Star by Klaus Baumgart  ISBN: 1854306960
· BBC learning zone video clip of some part of the
· midnight mass 6248 and the first Christmas 7017
· Bibles
· Card and gold wrapping paper



	ATTAINMENT TARGETS 

	AT 1 Learning about religion
i beliefs, teaching & sources
ii celebration and ritual
iii social & moral practices & way of life
AT 2 Learning from religion
i engagement with own & others’ beliefs & values
ii engagement with questions of meaning





	
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	LNF 

	TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
	CURRICULAR LINKS & WIDER SKILLS 

	
	LA: To describe what a good friend is

AA: To describe the joys and demands of friendship

MA: To compare ideas about the gift of love and friendship

AT2 (i) L2 – Children will be able to ask respond to questions about what is important in friendship. 

AT2 (ii) L3 – children will be able to compare their own and other people’s ideas about the gift of love and friendship.






	Oracy: Contribute to group discussion and help everyone take part. 

Oracy: After listening, respond, giving views on what the speaker has said. 


Numeracy: Represent data using charts, tables and diagrams. 
	Explore - Learning Intention:  The gift of Love and Friendship
Have a gift in the middle of your display before the session. 
Explain that we receive the gift of love and friendship from God. TPS – what are the demands on a friendship? Mention commitment and the loyalty required. 
Read story from C&S page 87. Ask key questions from page 89 C&S.
Play the theme song from the TV series FRIENDS. TPS – What do you think the song is about?
Ask the key questions:
(Adapt to suit the story or the song)
· How did you feel when you heard/read this story?
· What was Leah’s special gift?
· What gifts did the twins bring to Leah?
· What gifts did Leah give to them?
· What gifts did Leah and Mrs Page share with one another?
· What in the story makes you stop and think?
· What other friends do you think Leah may have had?
· What do you value most about the gift of friendship?
· What do you offer others in your friendship and why?
Welsh
Pwy ydy dy ffrid di?/ Who is your friend?
Beth wyt ti’n hoffi am dy ffrind?/ what do you like about your friend?
Disgrifiwch dy ffrind./ describe your friend
Beth wyt ti’n hoffi wneuad gyda dy ffrind?/ what do you like to do with your friend?

	PSE
Moral Spiritual Development
(range)
To understand how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live.


ESDGC
Identity and culture
We all have similarities and differences
Understanding how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live. 
Choices and decisions
Expressing respect for self and others

ICT
Create table/chart using software of choice (wordprocessing)

THINKING
understanding

BLP
Distilling 

	
	
	
	MA
Write a character study of an ideal friend, saying what gifts they offer, what commitment and why. 
Compare ideas – in book write – my ideas are similar to …. Because…. My ideas are different to … because….

	AA
Create a table/ chart with columns describing the demands and joys of friendship.


	LA
Draw a picture of their best friend and write words that describe their friendship around. 

	

	
	
	
	Gather the children around with some work in display and have a quiet moment to reflect on the gifts of love and friendship. Did anything surprise you, bring you joy?
Think about all the gifts people share with you: all the love, care, time, patience, fun and encouragement they give you. What gift are you most grateful for?
I am grateful for … when …
What do you think is the most important gift of all?
Is it one you try to share with others? Write it on a heart shape and put it gift box.
	




	
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	LNF 

	TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
	CURRICULAR LINKS & WIDER SKILLS 

	
	To describe/ give reasons/ show understanding of  some of the religious actions and symbols which help Christians prepare during Advent for the coming of Jesus..

AT1 (i) L3 – Children will be able to make links between scripture texts and the belief that God sent Jesus to earth as a long awaited Messiah. 

AT1 (ii) L3 – children will be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for the religious actions and symbols connected with the liturgical season of Advent and Christmas. 
	LF: ORACY: Contribute to group discussion and help everyone take part

LF: WRITING: use subject specific vocabulary independently. 

	Assessment Task
Learning Focus 1:  God’s gift of Love and Friendship
Mind map in groups – What do they know about Advent? Discuss what we do in school to prepare for the coming of Jesus. 
Read Church’s Story 3, pages 86-87. Talk about Advent symbols mentioned and their meaning. 
Look at the Jesse Tree. See www.catholicCulture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/activities/view.cfm?id=545
Listen to Paul explaining about God’s gift of love and friendship in his letter to the people living in Ephesus: God’s Story 3 page 145 Ephesians 1: 3-6 an early Christian hymn. Put the text on the IWB.
Ask the key questions:
· What does this passage tell you about God?
· What is the Christian thanking God for?
· What are the gifts mentioned here?
· Through God giving us Jesus, what does that make us?
· What does it mean to be called God’s children?
(see background notes for Level 4)

Pupils design a simple booklet/leaflet entitled: ‘Preparing for Jesus, God’s gift to the world’,

Show understanding of how belief in being a child of God shapes their lives (Level 4) 

Give reasons for the actions of Christians during Advent (Level 3)

Describe the actions of Christians during Advent (Level 2)

Draw some advent symbols (Level 1)

Welsh
Rhodd dduw/ god’s gift
Cyfeillgarwch/ friendship
Ffyddlondeb/ loyalty
Ymrwymiad/ commitment

	PSE
Moral Spiritual Development
(range)
To understand how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live.


ESDGC
Identity and culture
We all have similarities and differences
Understanding how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live. 

ICT
Opportunity to use book creator or show me to make their booklet interactive

THINKING
understanding

BLP
Distilling 



	
	
	
	Pupils to share what they have found out and share good deeds they have come up with to help them prepare throughout advent. 
	





	
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	LNF 

	TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
	CURRICULAR LINKS & WIDER SKILLS 

	
	LA: To retell John’s message of love

MA: To  give reasons why we are glad that Jesus lived among us and all he showed us

AA: To make links between John’s letter and the belief that God sent Jesus to earth. 

AT1 (ii) L2 – Children will be able to use religious words, phrases to describe some of the religious actions and symbols. 

AT1 (i) L3 – Children will be able to make links between scripture texts and the belief that God sent Jesus to earth as a long awaited Messiah. 

	LF: ORACY: adapt talk showing understanding of the differences between informal talk with friends and more extended talk with a wider group. 

LF: WRITING: Use specific structures in writing
	Learning Focus 2:  God sent us Jesus
Read the letter from John. Explain that it was probably written when he was an old man and had spent years thinking about God’s love for us and our love for one another. It helps to explain more about Jesus coming to earth and God’s gift to everyone.
God’s love for us was shown in this way. God sent Jesus into the world.
God’s only Son was given to us
so that we could have life through him. This is what love is: not our love for God but God’s love for us,
when God sent Jesus to take away our sins. My dear people, since God loves us so much we ought to love one another.
No one has ever seen God,
but if we love one another God will live in us
and the love which God gives will be made perfect in us.
Based on the First Letter of John 1: 4, 9-12
Ask the key questions:
· What does John say Love is?
· What does he say about where love comes from?
· What does he say is the best way God shows love for us?
· What are the implications of God’s love for us?
· Why do you think Jesus came to Earth?
Show the children a range of pictures showing the annunciation. How are they different/ similar? What does each one tell you? 
Welsh
Beth mae John yn dweud am cariad?/ what does John say about love?
	PSE
Moral Spiritual Development
(range)
To understand how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live.

ESDGC
Identity and culture
We all have similarities and differences
Understanding how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live. 
Choices and decisions
Expressing respect for self and others

ICT
Opportunity to use an app of choice to create and illustrate their own message of love. 

THINKING
Remembering 

BLP
Making Links

	
	
	
	MA
Write a thank you letter to God for sending Jesus to us, giving reasons why you are glad that Jesus lived among us and all he showed us. 

	AA
Annotate a picture of the annunciation making links to John’s letter. 
Ext:  Write a Thanksgiving prayer using the prayer tool kit thanking God for sending Jesus to us. (ICT)

	LA
Retell John’s message of love in their own words. Record on a heart to add to display. Illustrate with their own picture of the annunciation. 
	

	
	
	
	Plenary:  Choose a child from each group to share their learning. Self and peer assess
Write a class litany using ‘Diolch I ti O Dduw’. 
	




	
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	LNF 

	TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
	CURRICULAR LINKS & WIDER SKILLS 

	
	LA: To describe Isaiah’s words about the gift of Jesus

MA/AA: To make links between scripture texts and the belief that God sent Jesus to earth as the long awaited messiah

AT1 (ii) L2 – Children will be able to use religious words, phrases to describe some of the religious actions and symbols. 

AT1 (ii) L3 – children will be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for the religious actions and symbols connected with the liturgical season of Advent and Christmas.
	LF: READING: understand how something can be represented in different ways.

LF: WRITING: use visual information, which are clear and relevant to the written text. 

	Learning Focus 3: Isaiah looked forward to the gift of Jesus
Using Church’s story page 88-89 Isaiah 40: 9-11 (if possible give the children the text)
Introduce Isaiah, a prophet from the Old Testament, who was waiting for the coming of the Messiah, the one promised by God who would show God’s love and bring peace. 
Use the introduction on pages 88 and 89 of Church’s story 3 page 88. 
Key Questions:
· What is the good News?
· Why is it Good news?
· How is God described in this scripture text? What adjectives are used?
· What kind of person does a shepherd have to be? In those days. The shepherd would have to live out in the field with the sheep to protect them. 
· How were the people to prepare for the coming messiah? 
Welsh
Beth ydy y newyddion dda?/ what is the good news?
Newyddion dda/ good news
Paratoi/ prepare
Sut wyt ti’n paratoi?/ How do you prepare?
Proffwyd/ prophet
Yr Addawedig- the promised one


	PSE
Moral Spiritual Development
(range)
To understand how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live.

ESDGC
Identity and culture
Understanding how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live. 

ICT
Opportunities to use software or apps to create a collage or presentation 

THINKING
Remembering 

BLP
Making Links

	
	
	
	MA
In pairs read the text from Isaiah 40:1-11 in the Bible, then explain to one another what you think it means. Record using Flipcam or create a presentation about the Messiah, making links to scripture, to present to the class.
	AA
Write an acrostic poem entitled Messiah. Make links to the scripture read, including the message of how to prepare.  
	LA
Create a collage/ circle map/ mind map as a group with the word Messiah in the centre. Use a range of pictures, symbols and words to show what it means. Can they recognise the gift of Jesus? 
	

	
	
	
	Children present their ideas, poems and group work and add to the class display. 
	




	
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	LNF 

	TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
	CURRICULAR LINKS & WIDER SKILLS 

	
	LA: To describe Paul’s advice about living during Advent

MA/AA: To make links between Paul’s advice and how we can live our lives during Advent. 

AT1 (ii) L2 – Children will be able to use religious words, phrases to describe some of the religious actions and symbols. 

AT1 (ii) L3 – children will be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for the religious actions and symbols connected with the liturgical season of Advent and Christmas.
	NF:: represent data using: list, tally chart, tables and diagrams. 

LF: WRITING: use specific structures in writing. 

	Learning Focus 4: Gaudete Sunday
Explain that the third Sunday in advent is called Gaudete Sunday and that gaudete means ‘rejoice’.
It is meant to be a break about midway through the season of Advent. (Sometimes there are 5 Sundays in Advent.) It encourages and reminds people of the nearness of the Jesus’ coming. The whole season of Advent is a time of expectation and preparation for Christmas, as well as remembering that Jesus will come again at the end of the world, as he promised.
Show reading that is sometimes used on Gaudete Sunday (Philippians 4: 4-9 God’s Story 3, page 146.)
Key Questions:
· What does Gaudete mean?
· Why does the church celebrate Gaudete Sunday during advent?
· Why is advent a time of expectation?
· Which part of Paul’s letter do you like best and why?
· How would you feel if your received this letter from Paul?
· What does it ask us to think about?
Welsh
Wyt hoffi llythrPaul?/ do you like Paul’s letter?
Beth wyt ti’n meddwl?/ What are you thinking?

	PSE
Moral Spiritual Development
(range)
To understand how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live.

ESDGC
Identity and culture
Understanding how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live. 

ICT
Learners could create a table using google apps or another app of choice. (word processing)

THINKING
Understanding 

BLP
Making Links



	
	
	
	MA
Learners to write a reply to Paul’s letter saying why they found his letter helpful and what they liked about it and what they plan to do as a result, making links to his advice.


	AA
Learners to write about what Paul’s letter means to them, making links to what they liked about it and found helpful.  
	LA
Create a table with two headings. What I liked? What I found helpful? Children to describe what they liked and what they found helpful in Paul’s letter.  
	

	
	
	
	Discuss why Paul’s letter is a good reading for gaudete Sunday. 

Possible homework: Research Christingle, who started it, what does it mean, why is it celebrated at Christmas. Make a list of what you need for marking one, including instructions.
	




	
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	LNF 

	TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
	CURRICULAR LINKS & WIDER SKILLS 

	
	To retell the story of the birth of Jesus and the visit of the Wise men. 

AT1 (i) L2 – Children will be able to retell the story of the birth of Jesus and the visit of the Wise Men. 

AT1 (ii) L3 – children will be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for the religious actions and symbols connected with the liturgical season of Advent and Christmas.
	LF: ORACY: explore different situations using role play. 

LF:ORACY: help a group to reach an agreement.


	Learning Focus 5: The birth of Jesus: wise men
Show BBC Learning zone clip 7017, The First Christmas. Then introduce the wise men using Matthew 2: 1-12, 16-18 God’s Story 3 Page 76. Ask children to read various parts. 
Read the note about the Wise Men on page 77, God’s Story 3.
Key Questions. 
· What prompted the wise men to go on such a journey?
· What kind of difficulties did they have?
· What were they looking for?
· Do you think they could have imagined what they would find?
· What was the symbolism of their gifts?
· Why is Jesus coming to earth like a light in the darkness?
Split the children into mixed ability groups of 5/6
Welsh
Golau/ light
Seren/ star
Dilynwch/ follow
Newyddion/ news
Symbolau/ symbols

	PSE
Moral Spiritual Development
(range)
To understand how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live.

ESDGC
Identity and culture
We all have similarities and differences
Understanding how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live. 
Choices and decisions
Expressing respect for self and others

ICT
Use the I-pad or an app such as green screen to record the interviews and convert to a QR code. 

THINKING 
Remembering

BLP
Imagining

	
	
	
	MA/AA/LA 
(in mixed ability groups)
Prepare a TV interview with the Wise Men and separately with Herod. Retell the story by acting it out, trying also to find out what they were thinking and the reasons for their actions.
Possibility of recording using green screen or video. 
	

	
	
	
	Group to act out their interviews showing their understanding of the story of the wise men. 
	




	
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	LNF 

	TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
	CURRICULAR LINKS & WIDER SKILLS 

	
	To give reasons for the actions and symbols connected with the liturgical seasons of advent. 

AT1 (ii) L2 – Children will be able to use religious words, phrases to describe some of the religious actions and symbols. 

AT1 (ii) L3 – children will be able to use a developing religious vocabulary to give reasons for the religious actions and symbols connected with the liturgical season of Advent and Christmas
	LF: ORACY: help a group to reach an agreement.

LF: READING: Select and use information and ideas from texts.
	Learning Focus 6: The Church celebrates the gift of Jesus
Church’s Story 3 page 94.
Christmas is the season during which the Christian family thinks about and celebrates God’s gift of love, made known in Jesus. The Christmas season begins with the joyful
Celebration of Mass at Night on Christmas Eve and ends with the celebration of the Baptism of Jesus. The Church tells the Christmas story by using symbols, by listening to stories from the Bible which tell about the gift of Jesus, by singing hymns, carols and songs and by saying special prayers.
The parish church is decorated with lots of flowers and candles. The priest wears white or gold vestments. There will be a crib with the figures of the Christmas Story; the Wise Men will probably not appear until the feast of the Epiphany.
Show video clip of Midnight Mass in Bethlehem
(BBC learning clip 6248).

Key Questions. 
· Why is the celebration of Mass during the night so important to Christians?
· Why is it being celebrated?
· What are the signs of celebration?
· Why do you think the mass is at night?
· What do you notice about the video clip?
Welsh
Eglwys/ church
Gweddi/ prayer
Cyfrannu- sharing
Ysgrythur/ scripture
Offeren/ mass
Nadolig/ Christmas

	PSE
Moral Spiritual Development
(range)
To understand how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live.


ESDGC
Identity and culture
We all have similarities and differences
Understanding how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live. 
Choices and decisions
Expressing respect for self and others

ICT
Use search engine to research hymns and scripture Using the Internet safely. 

THINKING
Applying 

BLP
Capitalising 

	
	
	
	MA
Children are to find their own pictures, scripture and hymns that could be used at Midnight mass to retell the story of the Nativity giving reasons for their choices. 
	AA
Give children pictures of the nativity story. In groups the find scripture and hymns to link with each picture giving reasons for their choices
	LA
Give the children pictures of the Nativity. They order them and find hymns to link with each picture giving reasons for their choices. 
	

	
	
	
	Children to choose their favourite hymns and sing together as a class.  
	




	
	LEARNING OBJECTIVES
	LNF 

	TEACHING AND LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
	CURRICULAR LINKS & WIDER SKILLS 

	
	To remember, celebrate and respond to the gift of love and friendship during Advent and Christmas.
	Oracy: contribute to group discussion and help everyone to take part. 

Reading: Read texts, including those with few visual clues, independently with concentration
	Remember
Start the session with a moment of quiet reflection. Provide each child with the opportunity to engage with questions of meaning and purpose related to the experience of Gift.
Using the display, children may be able to recognise the following by use of discussion, role-play, drama, art, cue cards etc.
Ask the children if there is anything they wonder and ask questions about:
Q  Why the gift of love and friendship is important.
Q  The joys and demands of friendship.
Q  The commitment required by the gift of love and friendship.

Provide the opportunity, possibly by one of the means above, for the children to remember 
Welsh
Beth wyt ti’n cofio?/ what do you remember?

R The meaning of the word Advent.
R Jesus is the Messiah, the one promised by God to show God’s love and bring peace.
R Jesus is God’s gift to the world.
R What Isaiah said about the coming of the Messiah.
R The meaning of Gaudete Sunday,
R The visit of the Wise Men.
R Jesus will come again at the end of the world as he promised.
R The significance of the celebration of Midnight Mass.
Rejoice – Pupils to plan a prayer service using the 4 –part structure ‘Gather, Word, Response, Going Forth’. 
Use a range of resources available in your school including Gweddiwn/ KETT/ Godly play etc

Renew
Apply their learning
What gift of love can I show towards my family and friends this Christmas?
Some sample ideas
After a time of quiet reflection and prayer, invite the children to:
Write down on a card what you will do. Decorate the card, wrap it in gold paper and give to a member of their family or a friend.
	PSE
Moral Spiritual Development
(range)
To understand how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live.


ESDGC
Identity and culture
We all have similarities and differences
Understanding how cultural values and religious beliefs shape the way people live. 
Choices and decisions
Expressing respect for self and others


ICT
To plan using template in apps such as google docs or book creator. 

THINKING
Remembering 

BLP
Distilling 
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