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Tanner

Are you that special person we are looking for? Is your idea of a great day at work one that involves you standing all day in a barn full of rotting flesh, dog poo and chicken dung? Then tanning – the conversion of cattle and sheep skin into leather – is just the career for you.

You'll be getting your hands dirty from your very first moment at work, de-fleshing and de-hairing cows’ skin from dawn to dusk. The unique smell of rotting animal tissue will soon become a comforting backdrop to your working day, enlivened at times by the fascinating aroma of old, warmed-up dog and chicken faeces, which will be stored in a foetid pool to de-lime the hides. If you’re really lucky, the foul pool won’t be changed for months just to get that lovely bacteria-infused mixture going.

Engine Cleaner

Would you like to work in the high-tech world of steam? Well, more accurately, in the fire box of the high-tech world of steam. A man of small proportions and some pot-holing experience is currently being sought by the Great Western Railway to crawl into the bowels of its great steam locomotives to clean them.

A penchant for carrots is advantageous if you are to stand a chance of seeing a thing in the pitch dark. Once you have raked out the ashes and left the fire bars gleaming, you can wriggle your way back out and enjoy a good stretch in the inspection pits raking out the ash pans. This will make you really appreciate your time in the fire box.

Navvy

The term ‘navvy’ originated with the ‘inland navigators’ who constructed Britain’s canals. It’s now used for the men – a quarter of a million them – who are needed to build the thousands of miles of railway track that are set to span Britain: digging the cuttings, laying the lines and packing the broken stone. The job might particularly suit Irish immigrants escaping the horrors of the potato famine.

You will have the muscles of Hercules after pushing 200 wheelbarrow loads of soil up unbelievably steep-sided banks every day or shovelling 20 tonnes of stone scalpings. No accommodation is offered with the position, however. You will probably live in a squalid communal dwelling with all the other workers, their families and, of course, their cholera, dysentery and typhus.

Rural child labourer

With agricultural wages down by a third in the last 10 years, times are hard. Why don’t you help out your mum and dad and earn a few extra pennies a week scaring birds from the fields? Work starts with the dawn chorus and ends with the setting sun.

We also have work for your brothers and sisters sowing seeds and gathering stones. Realistically, you won’t stand a chance of escaping poverty, but you may make enough money to put a little more bread and cheese on the table.

Child chimney sweep

Small boys between the ages of 5 and 10 are sought to clamber up chimneys to clean out deposits of soot. Some of the chimneys are extremely narrow, perhaps only 18 centimetres (7 inches) square, and you may be reluctant at first to wriggle into them. However, plenty of encouragement is provided – by a lighted straw held beneath your feet or by pins stuck into you. You may suffer some cuts, grazes and bruises at first, but months of suffering will toughen up your skin to a leather-like quality.

Sweeps have other things to look forward to – twisted spines and kneecaps, deformed ankles, eye inflammations and respiratory illnesses. Many sweeps are maimed or killed after falling or being badly burned, while others suffocate when they became trapped in the curves of the chimneys.

Although you will officially be apprenticed as a chimney sweep, there really is no work of any value to be had at the end of your years of training – despite your poor diet, you will have grown too large to be of any use.

Hurrier

This is one of the toughest jobs for anybody, let alone a child, to carry out. Hurriers are all about six to eight years old. You’ll be equipped with a wide leather ‘gurl’ belt with a swivel chain attached. After harnessing yourself into this, you’ll attach the free end of the chain to a sled. Then, for over a mile underground, you’ll make your way through the small tight passages of the mine, so small that you can’t stand up.

Once you reach the coal face, you’ll have to fend for yourself among the adult miners as these tough men load your sled with chunks and slabs of coal. Then you’ll have to scrabble and crawl back to the surface pulling your load. This must be completed many times during a 12-hour shift. If you’re lucky, you might get an even younger child to act as your ‘thruster’ and shove the sled from behind.

Danger waits around every corner in this sorry and thankless endeavour.

Wont catcher

If you love all the worms, bugs, larvae and grubs that live in the soil and want to help keep lawns in tip-top condition, the job of wont catcher – or mole catcher – could be just the ticket.

Insect-eating moles are destroying fancy gardens all over the land, not to mention causing distress to farmers who feel their cattle are at risk and their crops may be destroyed. As a wont catcher, you can either trap these critters, using special devices buried in the ground inside mole runs, or you can take part in the hallowed mole hunt. In the latter, you will patiently wait by a mole hill for the little fella to pop up, when you crown him with a spade.

Either way, a needle and thread will be handy because you need to string a line through the moles’ noses after you’ve killed them and tie them to the farmer’s fence. After the grunting yokel has tallied them up, you’ll be paid a few coppers for your trouble.


1. Which jobs were designed for children? Why do you think this was?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Which of the Victorian jobs would you most like to apply for? Why?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

3. Which of the jobs would you not like to apply for? Why?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Draw a picture below of you doing your desired Victorian job


4. Write your own job description for a job in Victorian Times. You may want to choose from the following:

Stoker, Boot boy, Servant, Maid, Factory Worker, Farmer

Or you may want to choose one of your own.

Remember to say 

· What the job entails

· Who the job is aimed at

· Benefits of the job

· Pay

_______________________

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………..

Name


…………………………………………





Name


…………………………………………














