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Evidence about Working in Factories

	Information about working conditions or accidents
	

	Information about rules and punishments
	

	Information about working hours
	

	Information about working children
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An Interview with a mill worker,
Joseph Haberjam, in 1832.

“You cannot take food out of a
basket or handkerchief because it
gets covered in dust. The children
are frequently sick because of the

dust and dirt they eat with their

Source 2:
Written by Edward Baines, a
factory owner.

“I think children’s work could not
be easier! The children stand up
straight, walk about and even
have the opportunity to sit down
if they want. The tiny fibres of

Source 3:
From a factory owner to
government inspectors, 1831.

“My workers are kept very busy all
day and | pay them for their work.
Without the employment | offer
they would starve. If they are not
disciplined they become lazy. My
factory is warm and dry and |

meal.” cotton in the air are said, even by
medical men, not to be harmful to allow my workers time off for
young persons.” breakfast and lunch.”
Source 4: Source 5: Source 6:

From a description of a Scottish
Factory owned by Robert Owen,
1831.

“The mills do not employ children
under ten. They go to the village
school up to the age of ten. They

are taught reading, writing and
arithmetic. Their parents did not
have to pay. There is good quality
food in the village shop, sold
cheaply. The workers are healthy
and work hard.”

From factory owner Robert Owen,
describing a factory he visited,
1830.

“I saw that the children were too
small, and their arms and legs
were bent. They went to school
but could not do their lessons
well. Working in the factories for
so many hours harmed them.”

Picture of a factory, published in a
newspaper by a journalist who
defended how factories were run.
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This picture was printed in a book
about the cruelties of child labour.

Source 8:
A description about Quarry Bank
Mill

At Quarry Bank Mill, in Cheshire,
the children are well fed, clothed
and educated. The apprentices
have milk-porridge for breakfast,
potatoes and bacon for dinner and
meat on Sundays. If they didn’t
have factories, where else would

Source 9:
Written by an orphan who worked
in the factories

Once two handles weighing about
a pound each were screwed to my
ears. Another time about three or
four of us were hanged by our
hands above the machinery.
Overlookers sometimes strapped
weights round our necks.

they go? Sometimes we had to stand ina
skip and were beaten with straps.
Source 10: Source 11: Source 12:
From a leaflet about working A description of an accidental An inspectors report.
conditions in 1837 death of a young factory girl Inspector: Have you been beaten?

Girls loved having their long hair,
so they were sometimes punished
by having it cut close to the head.

She was caught by her apron
strings, which wrapped around
the machine. She was repeatedly
whirled round and round until she
was killed. Her right leg, right arm
and some of the hair from her
head was found some distance
from the machine.

Child: If we do not work fast enough.
Inspector: Are you allowed to go to
the toilet?

Child: Our toilet is a bucket in the
corner. The bucket overflows and we
have to work in the excrement. |am
not usually allowed to leave my
machine, so often | have to make
water where | stand.





	Source
	Oppose/Agree with Factory Conditions
	Quote/evidence from the source
	Reliable?
Y/N
	Possible reasons why/why not
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Colour in the 4 boxes and then find information in the evidence. 





Use the different colours to colour different types of evidence.








