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Gweddïwn: Let us pray
Material to support pupils in the primary school in preparing and leading the daily act of worship in the classroom. 
A resource developed under the auspices of the Archdiocese of Cardiff

Department of Religious Education (Schools) – September 2011
Rationale

· There is now an expectation that pupils plan and lead daily acts of worship. 

· This is highlighted in the Cardiff Archdiocesan Inspection Framework (2010) through statements such as 
1.4: to what extent pupils/students are acquiring skills in planning and leading prayer and worship.
· Pupils need support to understand the aspects that make up an act of worship and some examples of what could be created.

The Resource – aims 
· To provide children with the tools to plan a daily act of worship.

· To provide meaningful themes for the act of worship in conjunction with the Here I Am topics or Church’s seasons.

· To provide resources to ensure children know the traditional prayers of the Church that are expected of them at the primary age group.

· To provide a Welsh element to the daily act of worship.

· To provide examples of children planning and leading the daily act of worship in the classroom setting. 

The Resource – important notes
· This resource is a tool kit for staff and pupils. It should be used as best fits the needs of the school; changed, adapted and developed where necessary.
· The resource is most suitable for use in a classroom/group prayer setting, on occasions when there is not a school/key stage act of worship during the day. 

· Excluding the time needed to give the pupils the opportunity to plan the act of worship, it should last approximately 10 minutes and can be shared with the children at any point during the school day.  

· The resource provides children with ideas to choose from, in order to fulfil the requirements of an act of worship to ‘Gather’, listen to God’s ‘Word’, ‘Respond to the Word’ and allow pupils to take the message away with them – their ‘mission’. It is hoped that as children develop in confidence with planning acts of worship, using the correct structure, they will begin to think of their own ways that they would like to e.g. gather or respond to the Word and additional cards can be made.  
· It is the teacher’s responsibility at the outset, when using this resource, to provide children with the sacred space, setting and environment (e.g. the correct coloured cloth, a focal point etc) – this does not mean that the children cannot create the sacred space themselves, but this is something extra that needs to be taught. 

The Resource – Before you begin!
· The Resources for Gather, Response to the Word and Mission are generic for all acts of worship based on the Here I Am topics. These resources should be printed off the disk and laminated and cut into sections for longevity. These could be placed in envelopes, boxes or on an interactive display using e.g. Velcro, for the children to manoeuvre. It is at the teacher’s discretion whether they give all ‘cards’ to the children at once or a selection each time an act of worship is planned.  
· The appropriate ‘Word’ document for the Here I Am topic and age of the children should then be either printed off or used on the computer for the children to choose e.g. Birthdays EY and KS1 Word. All ‘Word’ scripture texts have been taken from the relevant Here I Am files. 
· If you wish the pupils to plan an act of worship based on a Church’s Season e.g. Advent, or a theme e.g. Mary, all the materials are located together in the relevant folder and work in the same way. 
The Resource – how it could be used
· A group of 4 children could be selected to choose one or two cards from each of the ‘sections’, creating an act of worship under the headings:
Gather

Word

Response to the Word
Mission
· Children need time to plan the worship the day before to give teachers time to collect the resources chosen. 
· The children/Teaching Assistant/Teacher (as scribe) complete the ‘Daily Act of Worship plan’ and evaluation, depending on the children’s age and ability. 
· As the children develop in confidence, they can begin to create their own ideas for the Gather, Response and Mission sections which are linked to the chosen Word. 

· At a convenient time during the school day, the teacher sets the sacred space and invites the chosen group of children to lead the act of worship – of course, teachers may be called upon to read the ‘Word’ (depending on the age of the children), link sections together, ensure children are being prayerful etc. but the pupils chosen to plan the act of worship should have a sense of ownership.

· Planned Acts of worship will be evident through the ‘Pupil Planning and Evaluation’ proforma, but use of photography, video, ‘photostory’, PowerPoint and others, could also be of advantage and photographs could be used in the classroom prayer area as a reminder of the acts of worship the children have planned. (Please see the folder entitled ‘Examples of Pupil Planned Prayer’ for a few examples of completed proformas and photographs.)
The Resource – other resources

· The Disk also contains printable traditional prayers, which are highlighted in the Here I Am file as important for pupils at each stage of the primary school setting to know. These also include responses and prayers said at Mass using the new translation texts.

· Welsh prayers adapted from Canllaw Addoliad i Ysgolion Catholig (2011) are also available for use by children and teachers. 

· A list of recommended resources which have been used to create the resource. 

Recommended Resources
Below is a list of recommended resources which have been used to create this resource:

1. God’s Story and Church’s Story Books and CD –ROM (2002), Rejoice Publications, Matthew James Publishing Ltd, Essex. 
2. Canllaw Addoliad i Ysgolion Catholig (2011)– A Worship Resource for Catholic Schools, Archdiocese of Cardiff, available from Mrs. Anne Manghan, Director of Religious Education for the Archdiocese of Cardiff.

3. Praying with Children some ways and means (1995), Jenny Pate, Diocese of Lancaster, McCrimmon Publishing Co. Ltd, Essex

4. Spiritual Garments– A handbook for preparing liturgical assemblies in schools (2006), Julie McCann, Decani Music Ltd, Suffolk.

5. Marking the Liturgical Year– A Resource for Primary Schools (2001), R. Ellwood, L. Birley, A. Griffiths and P. Inwood, Catholic Diocese of Portsmouth. 

6. Guided Meditations for Children (2002), Jane Reehorst BVM, Harcourt Religion Publishers, Florida. 

7. Jumping Fish  - Pause for Reflection, Pause to Reflect on Values, Christian Symbols,  Resourcing Easter, Resourcing Christmas, Resourcing Summer(2004) produced by Education Advisers for Dioceses in South West of England for The Church of England, Jumping Fish Publications, Gloucester. 
8. Children of the Promise (1995), Sister Judith Russi, Hodder and Stoughton Educational, London. 

9. Here I Am – A Religious Education programme for primary schools (2000) Department for Catholic Education and Formation, Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, HarperCollins Publishers.
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