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I, the Lord of sea and sky
I have heard my people cry
All who dwell in dark and sin
My hand will save.
I who made the stars of night
I will make the darkness bright
Who will bear my light to them
Whom shall I send?

Here I am Lord
Is it I Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night
I will go Lord
If you lead me
I will hold your people in my heart.

I the Lord of snow and rain
I have borne my people's pain
I have wept for love of them
They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone
Fill their hearts with love alone
I will speak my word to them
Whom shall I send?

Here I am Lord
Is it I Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night
I will go Lord
If you lead me
I will hold your people in my heart.
I will hold your people in my heart...
Gather
Welcome: Today Jesus tells the crowds that if they want to follow him and be his disciples then they need to give up everything. Let's find out more. 
Gather: Opening prayer:
All: Yn enw’r Tad, a Mhab a Ysbryd Glan. Amen
Guiding Lord, may we love you and follow you all the days of our lives. Amen.
Yn enw’r Tad, a Mhab a Ysbryd Glan. Amen
The Word of God

Gospel Acclamation:

sing the acclamation together.

The Lord be with you
All: and with your Spirit
A reading from the Holy Gospel of Luke
All: Glory to you o Lord. (Cross forehead, mouth and heart)
Gospel: Luke 14:25-33

Once when large crowds of people were going along with Jesus, he turned and said to them, “Those who come to me cannot be my disciples unless they love me more than they love father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and themselves as well. Those who do not carry their own cross and come after me cannot be my disciples. 

“If one of you is planning to build a tower, you sit down first and work out what it will cost, to see if you have enough money to finish the job. If you don't, you will not be able to finish the tower after laying the foundation; and all who see what happened will laugh at you. ‘This man began to build but can't finish the job!’ they will say. 

“If a king goes out with 10,000 men to fight another king who comes against him with 20,000 men, he will sit down first and decide if he is strong enough to face that other king. If he isn't, he will send messengers to meet the other king, to ask for terms of peace while he is still a long way off. In the same way,” concluded Jesus, “none of you can be my disciple unless you give up everything you have.”

PAUSE
The Gospel of the Lord
All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
Response to the Word of God
Reflection on the Gospel. What does it teach us?
Both stories tell us about how important it is not to rush straight into something without thinking about it first. We need to prepare so that we can see our project through to the finish. It needs to be done properly.  

Perhaps you can think of something big that you were asked to do. Maybe you thought it was too hard and that you’d never manage it, but it turned out you could do it! How did you feel when you’d finished?

And is there anything you’ve ever rushed into without thinking about it and then you weren’t able to finish or it went wrong? Perhaps you were asked to help your friends at school or to help around the house and you didn’t do as much as you could? How did you feel about that? And how do you think the person who asked you to help in the first place felt?

Jesus is telling us that following him and being a disciple is something that we have to see through to the finish. We need to follow Jesus always and this isn't always easy. Often we are distracted by other people or by thinking about what we want, rather than about what Jesus wants for us. 

Throughout our lives as followers of Jesus we might have to choose to do what Jesus wants even if it means not always being popular. It is hard but God is with us all the way to help and guide us. 
How will you follow Jesus this week at home or in school? See if you can try to do one thing to show that you follow him, and finish it, even if it is difficult. What will that be? 

Response to the Word of God
Bidding Prayers

Jesus asked us to follow him and so we pray together: 
 
We pray for the Church: that it may always work to share God’s love with all, and especially with those who are poor, sick or ignored. Lord in your mercy... 

Response All: Hear our prayer / clywed ein gweddi.
 
We pray for leaders in our communities: that they may do their best to serve everyone they meet, even when it is difficult or makes them unpopular. Lord in your mercy... 
Response All: Hear our prayer / clywed ein gweddi.

We pray for our parish, family and friends: that we may be disciples together and support each other in all that life gives us. Lord in your mercy... 
Response All: Hear our prayer / clywed ein gweddi.

Going Forth
Closing Prayer
All: Yn enw’r Tad a Mhad a Ysbryd Glan. Amen
 Guiding Lord, give us courage to know you, to love you, to follow you always in how we treat others and care for our world. Amen. 
Yn enw’r Tad a Mhad a Ysbryd Glan. Amen
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I, the Lord of sea and sky
I have heard my people cry
All who dwell in dark and sin
My hand will save.
I who made the stars of night
I will make the darkness bright
Who will bear my light to them
Whom shall I send?

Here I am Lord
Is it I Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night
I will go Lord
If you lead me
I will hold your people in my heart.

I the Lord of snow and rain
I have borne my people's pain
I have wept for love of them
They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone
Fill their hearts with love alone
I will speak my word to them
Whom shall I send?

Here I am Lord
Is it I Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night
I will go Lord
If you lead me
I will hold your people in my heart.
I will hold your people in my heart...
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