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Check list for the identification of a more able and talented 

child 

 

He or she may: 

 

 Be a good reader 

 Be very articulate or verbally fluent for their age 

 Give quick verbal responses (which can appear cheeky) 

 Have a wide general knowledge 

 Learn quickly 

 Be interested in topics which one might associate with an older child or an adult 

 Communicate better with adults than peers 

 Have a range of interests, some of which may border on obsessions 

 Show unusual and original responses to problem-solving activities 

 Prefer verbal to written activities 

 Be logical 

 Be self-taught in their own interest areas 

 Have an ability to work things out in their head very quickly 

 Have a good memory that they can access easily 

 Be artistic 

 Be musical 

 Excel at sport 

 Have strong views and opinions 

 Have a lively and original imagination/sense of humour 

 Be sensitive and aware 

 Focus on their own interests rather than on what is being taught 

 Be socially adept 

 Appear arrogant or socially inept 

 Be easily bored by what they perceive as routine tasks 

 Show a strong sense of leadership 

 Not necessarily be well-behaved or well-liked by others 

 

(Freeman, J. 1998 Ofsted Review of Research: Understanding the Very Able)  


